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Students feel welcomed on campus as they are 
surrounded by murals galore! 

Welcome Back To all 

BY LAYLAH H. AND GRACE M. 

    
   Welcome back TTMS students and staff! It’s so 
exciting to have everyone back on campus, face-to-
face. The 2021-2022 school year is going to be the 
best year yet, just wait and see! 
   As we are all back on campus in full force, we are 
all anticipating the awesome learning opportunities, 
getting back to socializing with peers, being a part of 
sports and clubs, and just having a “normal” school 
year. It’s been too long since the cougars have all 
been on campus together, it feels good to be back! 
   Due to Covid-19, many students chose to learn 
from home and have not been on a school campus 
for over a year! This year’s 6th and 7th graders are all 
newbies on the Tequesta campus – it feels new to 
many students.  
   “I’m excited to be back in school. I was learning 
from home last year and as a 7th grader, I had not 
been on the TTMS campus until the first day of 
school. It was weird, but I’m glad to be here full 
time,” says a 7th grade student. 
   Throughout the first quarter, many students were 
adjusting to their new schedule, finding their classes, 
and getting back into the swing of things. Hopefully 
you are all ready to jump into quarter 2 and continue 
a wonderful school year at Tequesta Trace Middle 
School. Go Cougars! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                Murals around campus spreading Cougar Pride to students, teachers, and staff! 

Beautifying Our Cougar Campus 

BY ELI D. AND CAMDEN B. 

   Tequesta Trace Middle School has been around 
for a while. It’s about time we made our campus 
look new. This school year, a plethora of things 
around the home of the Cougars are getting 
beautified. New media center carpets, updated  
gym doors, a soon to be garden make over, and    
so much more! 
   The students at Tequesta spend more than half  
of their time at our amazing school and they  
should feel happy and comfortable while learning. 
Improving the school improves cougar pride.  
   The media center, newly dubbed “The Cub 
House” has received a huge update. Over the 
summer, new carpet floors, a fresh coat of paint, 
and murals outside of each entrance. Principal 
Rivera says, “I hope to continue to give the media 
center more life.” Media Specialist, Ms. Silva, 
hopes to add more color to the inside of the media 
center to “create a warm and inviting space for 
students.” 
   The gym at TTMS has also received some 
attention. Last year, colorful sports murals added a  
 

    
 
pop of life to the gym walls, while showcasing the 
many sports offered at Tequesta. Newly added, the 
entrance to the gym and locker rooms were 
wrapped with cougar pride, further giving new life 
to the gym. Coach Schrager, athletic director, is 
hoping to get new gym floors soon! Keep your eyes 
out! 
   “Murals give us a sense of community. They can 
be uplifting and give life to a building. This year 
we added a mural with pride because I felt a need 
for us to share our pride as cougars,” says Mr. 
Rivera. 
   Since Mr. Rivera stepped onto the campus, he  
has been making major beautification moves! He 
has added murals in the office, the Cougar’s Den, 
the front of the school and in the cafeteria 
courtyard. He’s not stopping there! “The more I 
speak to students, the more ideas we will get and 
have a direction for future projects. The goal is to 
be teacher and student friendly,” he says. Thanks,   
Mr. Rivera, for making our campus better than 
ever! Can’t wait to see what’s next! 
 

 



 

  

 

Roar with the Cougars is             
Broadcasting LIVE for all  

the BOOKFAIR IS 
BACK at TTMS 
BY EIREEN G. AND BIANCA S. 

   TTMS has participated in Scholastic bookfairs 
for many years, always being held in the media 
center. Ever since Covid-19 came along, the book 
fair has been held online – and it wasn’t the same.  
   However, this year, Tequesta has brought back 
the Scholastic bookfair to have its first in person 
fair since Covid-19. The first bookfair this year 
was from September 9th to September 17th, and it 
was a huge success. It was the highest selling 
bookfair in TTMS history, selling over $13,000 in 
books! 
   This year’s bookfair theme was multicultural – 
to kick off Hispanic Heritage month. TTMS PTA 
helped deck out the media center with a huge Villa 
Tequesta display at the entrance, a balloon arch, a 
photo booth, and flags of every culture – pops of 
color everywhere!  
   Students visited the bookfair in their language 
arts classes on their assigned date. Students were 
so excited! They were flocking to popular book 
titles and their eyes lit up when they were able to 
get their paws on books they had been eyeing.  
   The massive sales contributed to TTMS earning 
$6,800 in Scholastic Dollars which is used to 
purchase books for the school.  
   Mrs. Silva, media specialist, was “thrilled to see 
the joy on student’s faces” and said that all of the 
hard work was “worth it one hundred percent.” 
   If you are itching to get some more books, mark 
your calendars because there’s another bookfair 
coming in January 2022! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Recap 
BY MATIAS M. AND LOGAN K. 

   This summer was a chance for students and staff 
to relax and recharge after a long school year and 
hybrid learning. Summer has come to an end and 
the cougars are back in school, but this time 
everyone is on campus. Let’s reminisce of the fun 
that was had during summer break. 
   Summer is a time for family vacations, hanging 
out with friends, enjoying fun hobbies, and so 
much more. Covid-19 has prevented people from 
traveling and spending quality time with loved 
ones. This summer, the cougars seemed to regain a 
sense of normalcy and resume some normal 
summer activities – but they still remained safe 
and healthy! 
   According to the cougars, many people went on 
trips, some stayed home and relaxed, a few visited 
the local beaches and of course – some enjoyed 
hobbies like reading and playing videogames.  
   Quite a few students stated that they went on 
vacations to the mountains – a very different scene 
than Florida. Others said that they went to visit 
family that they had not seen in a while.  
   School is back in session, and we are moving 
into quarter two. This school year is going to 
continue to rock, and we cannot wait to have a 
normal school year. 
    

BY AUDREY P., ISABELLA O, AND 
KAHLANI C. 

   At Tequesta Trace Middle School, we have 
started broadcasting Roar with the Cougars live on 
camera! Since the beginning of the second quarter, 
the morning announcements have gone live, and 
Ms. Silva’s broadcasting students have been 
working hard to make it happen! 
   For the entire first quarter, Roar with the 
Cougars has been on the intercom, but now that 
it’s live, all classes can watch it. Since September, 
the broadcasting crew  has been practicing every 
day to make the morning announcements 
something to look forward to. 
   “It isn’t easy to do broadcasting. The students 
have been working hard and there is a lot of 
equipment to learn how to use,” says Ms. Silva. 
The pressure has been real for the broadcasting 
group, but they have managed to pull it off! 
   “I feel nervous to be on camera, but it gives me 
an opportunity to face my fears,” says Tita, one of 
the news anchors. 
   Crew members are responsible for managing the 
cameras, controlling the lights and sound, handling 
the green screen, managing the teleprompter, 
adding visuals, and of course being on screen.  
   The TTMS broadcasting show, Roar with the 
Cougars will continue to be live, providing staff 
and students with important updates of all the 
happenings at The Trace. 
   To watch Roar with the Cougars – please access 
Stream Vu on your Clever Dashboard. Thanks for 
tuning in to Roar with the Cougars, make it a great 
day! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Above: Roar with the Cougars Anchors, Tita R. 
and Alexia D. Below: Broadcasting crew and the 
equipment they manage. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Tequesta cougars are dressed to impressed 

BY WILLIAM C. AND JHOELIE G. 

   At Tequesta Trace Middle School, the students     
are to follow a specific, yet casual and comfortable 
dress code while on campus. Some students don’t 
always know what the limits of the dress code are  
and what is not allowed. When students are out of 
dress code, they can be subjected to being “dress 
coded” and could receive a consequence,      
especially if it is a continued offense.  
   Having a dress code on campus is important and 
beneficial. A proper dress code sets your mind right 
for the day and the job you show up to school to 
perform. 

   Dress codes can help to reduce situations of 
bullying and low self-esteem, too. Having a dress 
code can eliminate the fear of whether the clothing 
you wear will be accepted by your peers. It also 
reduces the stress of trying to pick an outfit out for 
school in the morning. Having a dress code at school 
can  center the focus at school on what it’s supposed 
to be: learning!  
   The TTMS dress code is: any solid color polo    
shirt or a Tequesta spirit shirt for tops. For bottoms, 
students can wear navy, black or khaki solid      
shorts, pants, ot skirts. No blue jeans, no leggings,   
no joggers - it’s pretty simple! 

    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Safety is a top priority 
 
BY MATHEO A. AND TRISTAN B. 

   Security on the TTMS campus is something everyone at the Trace 
takes very seriously. We are lucky enough to have a team at Tequesta 
that spend their every day making sure that each cougar is kept safe. Mr. 
Montanez is the Head of Security at TTMS, and he and his security team 
do their very best to protect students and staff. Like every year, Mr. M 
and his team are enforcing rules like wearing IDs at all times on campus, 
no hoods allowed on campus, wearing masks, and also managing 
discipline issues – among many other things. 
   Mr. Montanez is proud to oversee the safety of all Cougars on the 
TTMS campus. Everyday he makes sure that students and staff are 
following all security procedures – he does so not to be mean, but to 
make sure we are always safe. Mr. M says, “TTMS was an open campus 
[it is a courtyard style school] and people came and went” prior to the 
MSD tragedy. Since then, doors and gates are to remain locked at all 
times. We even use the Cougar’s Den as a single point of entry/exit for 
all visitors. A big thank you goes out to Mr. M and his security team for 
everything they do to keep the cougars safe! We appreciate you! 

 

Let’s congratulate Ms. Silva and Ms. Gonzalez 

BY SOFIA A. AND AMANDA M. 

   All of the teachers and staff at TTMS work hard 
everyday to ensure that the campus runs smoothly 
and efficeneintly and that the students have the best 
education and care. Each year, TTMS nominates 
teachers and staff for the honored spots of Teacher 
of the Year and School Employee of the Year – 
reserved for the crème de la crème at TTMS.  
   This year, Ms. Silva was awarded the honor of 
Teacher of the Year. Ms. Silva has been working at 
the Trace for about 6 years. She has taught 
Language Arts, Critical Thinking, Speech and 
Debate, Newspaper, Broadcasting and Start Up 
Technology. In addition to teaching, she is also the 
school’s Media Specialist. She oversees and 
manages over 15,000 books! She is hardworking 
and kind. Ms. Silva says that she is “immensely 
proud and honored” to have been selected as  
 

this year’s Teacher of the Year at TTMS. If you 
see Ms. Silva around campus, make sure to 
congratulate her! 
   Ms. Gonzalez was awarded the honor of being 
Tequesta’s School Employee of the Year! She has 
been at TTMS for a total of 20 years – WOW! She 
is the school’s Technology Specialist. She repairs 
all of the computers in the school, that takes a lot 
of responsibility. She even says, “I don’t 
procrastinate, and I like to be available” – she 
works so hard and truly deserves this special 
honor. “It’s a wonderful feeling,” she added. 
   Again, if you see either of these wonderful ladies 
around the school – please make sure to tell them 
“Congrats.” Ms. Gonzalez and Ms. Silva – thank 
you for all of your hard work, dedication, and 
heart! You two are amazing! 
 

 



 

  

 

The Girls soccer team ends 
season   

The Cougars 
Come So Close 
BY KYLE C. AND HARRIS B. 

   This year, the boys’ soccer team had a 
phenomenal season and came so close to winning 
it all and bringing home the big W. 
   On October 18th – the TTMS soccer team faced 
local Weston Rival, Falcon Cove in the 
championship soccer game. Our boys truly played 
their heart out. Sadly, our boys lost to our big-time 
rival, which always makes the loss hurt a little 
more. They lost 3 to 1. However, these boys did 
not quit or drop their heads. 
   The boys coach is Coach Swickle and he stated, 
“We had a very successful season but 
unfortunately lost to our rival.” Coach Swickle 
remains proud of his team for how they played and 
showed their Cougar pride and character on and 
off the field. 
   Boys, there’s always next year! Congrats to an 
amazing season. Your dedication and 
determination has not gone unnoticed. Big thanks 
to Coach Swickle for your great coaching! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TTMS golf win 
BY TTMS NEWSPAPER STUDENTS 

   As school has begun and things have resumed as 
normal as they can be right now, TTMS is back on 
campus and sports are in full swing, too! 
   The first quarter kicked off and golf started 
quickly in August. TTMS has always had a great 
gold team! Coach Sikorski leads her athletes, both 
boys and girls, all the way. Coach Sikorski is a 
wonderful coach who puts in maximum effort with 
both her students and her athletes on campus and 
on the turf.    
   With four boys and four girls, the TTMS golf 
team is very well rounded – including some 
students with pretty solid golfing experience! 
   The golf team’s first game was on September 
21st and Coach Sikorski and her golfers had an 
impressive season! 
   Please congratulate golf team member, Eddie O. 
He placed 1st in the individual competition at the 
MSAA golf championship. Awesome job, Eddie! 
In addition, please congratulate another cougar – 
Jose E. for finishing in 2nd place in the MSAA golf 
championship. Hard work pays off!  

BY MAYA G. AND FERNANDA M. 

   Here at TTMS, we have wrapped up yet another 
great girls’ soccer season. Coach Brouse, the 
wonderful leader for the girls’ team, has led the 
girls through a fantastic season. 
   With many practices and some highly skilled 
players, this school has shown that they have 
awesome teams once again. The season has left us 
with a few losses, but the girls definitely scored 
some wins for the Cougars.  
   The most anticipated game of the season is 
always when Tequesta goes up against our rival, 
Falcon Cove. This game is always intense, and 
many students show up to cheer on their fellow 
cougars. The girls gave it their all, but 
unfortunately this was not their game and they lost 
to Falcon Cove in penalty kicks. 
   The girls made it to the semi-finals against 
Sawgrass Springs Middle. They tried their best, 
but penalty kicks caused another loss. No matter 
the losses, the girls played hard and put max effort 
in and that’s all we can ask for! 
   One team member said, “I loved every single 
moment that we were on the field together. Next 
year, we are going to come back strong for a 
county win!” 
   If you want to play soccer for TTMS and help 
lead them to success, make sure you’re ready for 
next year’s season. Don’t worry, there’s more 
sports coming soon. Make sure to attend sporting 
events so you can cheer your peers to victory! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

Boys and girls flag football is coming soon! 

BY CAILEY A., ELENA W. AND LINGXI X. 

   It has been a difficult year, but that is not going to 
stop us, we have the best school and the best teams! 
Are you willing to help TTMS score a touchdown?   
If so, tryout for the flag football teams! There is a 
boys’ team and a girls’ team. 
   Tryouts will be in January 2022; exact dates will   
be forthcoming as it gets closer. Please make sure to 
have parents complete all required forms on Register 
My Athlete in order to participate in TTMS sports. 
    
 
 
 
    

      The boys coach will be TTMS teacher, Coach 
Altimar and the girls coach will be Coach Brouse. 
Flag football is a safe alternative to tackle football  
and it’s a way for students to be involved in a team 
sport at TTMS. Team sports foster sportsmanship, 
teamwork, and confidence.  
   Cougars, get ready to roar because we are going     
to dominate on the field – big time this year! For  
more information about the upcoming flag       
football season, please see Coach Altimar or      
Coach Schrager.  
    

    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The TTMS Cross Country team has rocked it all season long – hard work 
pays off! 

 

 

Cross country rocked 
 
BY LOLA A. AND DANIELLA L. 

   Here at Tequesta Trace Middle School, our Cross-Country team has 
rocked this Fall season by winning two meets, both for the boys and the 
girls. Mr. Cunningham, the Cross-Country coach, is very motivated to 
train these young athletes. Coach Cunningham has been the coach for 
Cross-Country for four years now. 
   Coach Cunningham says, “I always tell my athletes that anyone can be 
good, but do you want to be great?” This sentiment motivates his athletes 
to push harder and to always strive to be better. Cross-Country member 
Jalen G. set his personal best at 26 minutes, how awesome is that? 
   The TTMS Cross-Country team has placed 6th  in the championship. 
That’s really great! This team is dedicated and is determined to come 
back next year stronger than ever and plan to WOW in next year’s 
championship! Make sure to congratulate them. Thank you, Coach 
Cunningham, for your dedication to the players and team!  

 

Boys’ and girls’ volleyball is back and will dominate again 

BY SALVADOR D. AND ALEXANDRA W. 

   Get ready to BUMP! SET! SPIKE! After a hiatus 
due to Covid-19, volleyball is back and ready to win 
another county championship. Coach Sikorski is 
back and she is ready to rock the court with her 
players again this year.  
   Last year, there was no volleyball season. That 
was hard for students as volleyball is a major TTMS 
sport. In the past, the Tequesta volleyball teams, 
both boys and girls, have made it all the way to 
county championship and have won – many times. 
We are sad that they did not have the chance last 
year, but we KNOW that they will have a hugely 
successful season this year. 
    
 

Tryous are coming in November. Tryouts will start 
the 2nd week of November and the season will kick 
off on Monday, December 6th. 
   Coach Sikorski says, “I am looking forward to 
seeing the talent that comes out for tryouts, and 
getting practice started so that we can defend our 
title.” 
   Make sure to pack the stands, especially at home 
games, so you can root and cheer on these cougars 
as they leave their all out on the court. 
    
 

Below, take a look down memory lane – some past 
pictures of the TTMS volleyball teams dominating 
on the court! 
   For tryout or volleyball team information, please 
speak with Coach Sikorski or Coach Schrager. 

 



 

  

 

TTMS girls’ basketball team 
season updates   

Jumping into a 
new season 
BY REBEKAH R. AND JASON V. 

    We are dunking into a new year here at TTMS 
and the boys’ basketball team is in full effect. At 
Tequesta Trace, the boys are led by Coach 
Altimar. 
   Throughout the last part of October, the Cougars 
have played their hearts out. The season continues 
through the month of November.  
   Come out and cheer on your fellow peers and 
help motivate them to take home the win. To 
attend a basketball game, you must purchase your 
tickets online. Also, no backpacks are allowed 
inside the game. For home games, you must leave 
campus before the game and then you can return at 
the start of the game to watch. 
   The boys have been working hard and practicing 
early in the morning before school. Coach Altimar 
says, “I love this year’s team and they all get along 
and the team has a family atmosphere.” Coach 
Altimar has been coaching basketball at TTMS for 
10 years now.  
   We are hoping the boys make it all the way to 
the championship. Make sure to come out to as 
many games as you can! These cougars love to see 
their friends, family and TTMS staff members in 
the stands cheering them on to victory! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tequesta 
watches the 
nba 21-22 
BY OMAR M. AND SAASHI S. 

   It’s time to slam into a new NBA season. This 
2021-2022 season tipped off on Tuesday, October 
19th and will conclude on Sunday, April 10, 2022.  
   This season consists of 30 teams, and only 16 
will make the playoffs. 
   The first games were the Nets vs. the Bucks and 
the Warriors vs. the Lakers. The Bucks won by a 
landslide of 23 points. The Warriors also won by 7 
points.  
   After a year of a basketball drought, this is a big 
step for the NBA since the Coronavirus hit and 
seriously impacted the world of sports.  
   The NBA is divided into two divisions, the 
Eastern and the Western conferences. Each 
consists of 15 teams. This helps reduce the 
traveling during game season.  
   You can watch the NBA season from the 
comfort of your own couch, or you can watch at a 
friend’s house. You can even watch the game at 
your local sport’s restaurant. What team will you 
be rooting for this year? 

BY GUILIA D. AND ARUN K. 

    
   Slamming and dunking into October, we are in 
the middle of basketball season. The girls’ 
basketball team has been sweating hard as they get 
ready to dominate all season long. This year, the 
girls are being led by Coach Reggie.  
   Practices have been underway after school and 
wraps up around 6:30pm. These ladies are putting 
in a lot of hard work so they can be ready to do 
great this season. 
   Coach Reggie says, we started practices by 
“working on how to keep the ball moving” and he 
also says, “the girls needed to get familiar with 
each other” at the start of the season. 
   Basketball player Valentina B says, Coach 
Reggie is “really proud of us and I am happy about 
that” it’s motivating. 
   The girls would love to see other Cougars in the 
stands cheering them on. TTMS teachers and staff 
are welcome, too. These girls love seeing their 
teachers there! 
   When attending a game, there are no backpacks 
allowed and students must leave campus and 
return for the home game later. In addition, you 
must purchase your ticket online. 
   When you see the basketball players in the halls 
before a game, make sure to wish them luck! 
    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

It’s time to unite the TTMS chess masters! 

BY MELISSA A. AND KAI N. 

   We are thrilled to welcome back our TTMS Chess 
Club! This year, we hope the chess team outsmarts 
their opponents. The chess club is run by Ms. 
Roadruck and the club meets every other Thursday 
after school from 3:45 pm to 4:45 pm.  
   The game of chess is like a battle of two armies. 
The battle is ultimately won by capturing your 
opponent’s king. Saashi S. says, “Playing chess is a 
skillful game which requires careful examination of 
the game board. There’s a lot of moves that can be 
made which makes the game interesting.” 
    
 
 
 
 

      Ms. Roadruck has been busy getting the chess 
club started this school year and is excited to be back 
playing chess with students and teaching them to get 
better!     
   The TTMS chess club is scheduled to have 
competitions within the club this year. For more 
information, or to join the club, please see Ms. 
Roadruck in room 714. We wish each player the best 
of luck this year through each chess battle!  

    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Check out the debate 
club 
 
BY MAKENZIE F. 

   The Cougars are ready for their voices to be heard this year! Ms. 
Sanchez, Debate Coach at TTMS, is ready to rock every debate 
tournament this year. She’s ready to prepare the new and returning 
debate students that will be competing this year. 
   Even though 6th graders are only in training this year and will not be 
competing, they are eager to learn so they can compete next year. These 
6th graders will be ready to take the torch once they move into 7th grade 
and attend district competitions. 
   You might be wondering why you should join the debate club (or 
class!). You should join because it helps you with public speaking, 
expressing your opinion with others, and it builds up student courage.  
   If you want to join, head over to room 1913 and talk to Ms. Sanchez. 
You do not need to be taking Speech or Debate classes to join! The club 
meets every Wednesday after school from 3:45pm to 4:30pm. Try your 
best to be there! 
 

 

See something, say something club at Tequesta trace  

BY THIAGO D. AND EMILY S. 

     
   As TTMS starts a school year that seems to 
look more normal since Covid-19 came on the 
scene, many clubs at the Trace are resuming, 
too! The See Something, Say Something Club 
is a club for youth to watch out for each other 
and to make the entire school feel safer and 
more enjoyable. 
   The See Something, Say Something club, 
formerly Crime Watch, meets in room 714   
with Ms. Roadruck every other Thursday  
before school. 
    
 

   The See Something, Say Something Club 
participates in school crime watch to learn 
how to keep from becoming victims. They 
learn the best ways to report suspicious 
activities between students before they 
become intensified andturn into something 
worse. 
   You can contact Ms. Roadruck in room 714 
for more information, or if you want to join.  

 

 



 

  

Want to be a school leader?  
Join the student government!   

After school 
band tutoring 
BY DANIELA V. AND DEXTER L. 

   Tequesta Trace has always had talented 
members in the school’s band. Being back on 
campus means band is back and we could not be 
happier.  
   When Covid19 came about, band took a hit. It 
was really hard to conduct band classes through 
Teams meetings – the band could not operate in 
the way it normally would operate. 
   Mr. Curry is the band director at TTMS and he is 
more determined than ever to build the TTMS 
band back up to where it is supposed to be.  
   To do that, Mr. Curry has started after school 
band “tutoring” which gives students in the band 
extra time to work on skills and to be better 
musicians. Students only get the time given to 
them in class with Mr. Curry and sometimes that is 
just not enough. The after school band tutoring is 
helping to give students more time to perfect their 
playing of their instrument. 
   On Tuesdays, high school students come to help 
out which is amazing for all involved. 
Wednesdays, students learn to read rhythms. On 
Thursdays, the pep band works on their music. 
   On October 21st, the beginner band had their first 
performance. The band showcased different songs 
they had learned and were able to highlight their 
progress that came from working hard every day. 
This performance was for family, friends, and 
TTMS students and staff.  
   We are sure that Mr. Curry is prepping his band 
members for additional upcoming performances. 
Keep you eyes…and ears….out for upcoming 
events! 
 

Ttms Spanish 
club updates 
BY CONSTANZA S. AND DINARA O. 

   Ms. Ibarra, TTMS Spanish teacher and Spanish 
club advisor, and her students are representing the 
Spanish club and were celebrating Hispanic 
Heritage Month during quarter one. 
   The TTMS Spanish club meet every Wednesday 
from 8:10 am to 9:00 am in room 1901. Through 
quarter one, the students in the club were working 
on their new project for Hispanic Heritage Month. 
The project consisted of students choosing a 
Hispanic person who had contributed to the world 
in any aspect: music, fashion, literature, science, 
etc.). Students would them present their projects to 
the other members of the club. 
   On a normal meeting day, the students in the 
Spanish club play games to improve their Spanish 
vocabulary, they learn cultural traditions from 
Spanish countries around the world, they also read 
with comprehension in mind, and they act 
characters out from novels or history. They do so 
much more, too! 
   Right now, the Spanish club has about 25 
members, but don’t worry – you can still join! The 
club is always accepting and welcoming new 
members. For more information on how to join, 
please speak to Ms. Ibarra in room 1901. 
 

BY ZACHARY H. AND VICTOR G.  

   Do you have what it takes to be a leader? To 
represent your peers as a Student Government, 
SGA, council member with voting rights, you 
must be a student at Tequesta Trace Middle, and 
you must maintain a minimum GPA of 2.5 or 
higher.  
   There are many positions available for the SGA 
club that 7th and 8th graders are welcome to run 
for. There is President, vice President, Treasurer, 
Secretary, and 3 class representatives per grade 
level.  
   You might have noticed that some students 
running for office have put campaign posters 
around campus to help strengthen their odds of 
getting their names out there to secure votes 
among peers.  
   The SGA club was made to help our school and 
to give the students a voice – having their peers 
represent them.  
   Ms. Natalie Rodriguez is the faculty advisor for 
the Student Government. If you have any 
questions or want to be involved in SGA, please 
reach out to Ms. Rodriguez for more information. 
Coming soon – students running for office will be 
giving their campaign speeches on the morning 
announcements, Roar with the Cougars, Stay 
tuned! 
    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

Hispanic heritage month; a time to be proud! 

BY CONNOR S. AND RODRIGO R. 

   Tequesta Trace is a melting pot of students from   
all different cultures and backgrounds. September  
15th through October 15th was Hispanic Heritage 
Month. Our cougars could not have been prouder      
to celebrate and recognize many of their awesome 
Hispanic heritages! 
   This year’s Hispanic Heritage month theme was 
“Esperanza: A Celebration of Hispanic Heritage and 
Hope.” Esperanza means “hope” or “expectation”. 
   TTMS recognized Hispanic Heritage month by 
hanging flags that represent different heritages from 
the trees in the arts wing, created by the art students. 
The Fall book fair was multi-cultural themed, and all 
decked out with flags that represent many Hispanic 
Cultures. The media center was turned into “Villa de 
Tequesta!” 

      Tequesta Trace sold “Orgullo” spirit shirts for 
staff and students to wear. “Orgullo” means pride in 
Spanish and the Cougars wear their shirts with pride 
through the halls! 
   Every year, people observe Hispanic Heritage 
Month by celebrating the histories, cultures, and 
contributions of Hispanics. A 6th grade student stated 
that they were proud of their culture “because it 
makes me who I am and makes me unique.” 
   It’s important to recognize one’s heritage and how 
special it truly is. A person’s culture says a lot about 
them and everyone should be proud of where their 
family has come from. Another student stated that 
they were “proud of their family and the food from 
their culture.”  
   No matter your heritage, it’s important to represent 
and be proud all year long! 
 

    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Clever-Everything You 
need and More 
 
BY EDUARDO V., DIEGO L., AND JAYDEN T. 

    We live in a world where everything is digital – it’s the way of life! 
Students can access almost every resource they need for school online, 
and guess what? It’s all in one easy to find and navigate location: the 
Clever Dashboard! 
   Some of the most frequently used apps on Clever, the one stop shop, 
can be used by both parents and students. There you will find Pinnacle, 
the student gradebook. Also available is Canvas, where each student has 
a course tile with class assignments and information. Many of the 
textbooks are accessible in a digital format on Clever. You can find 
Virtual Counselor, and there you can see things like test scores and 
interim and report cards. There is so much more as well! 
   In Clever, you can favorite apps that you use the most by highlighting 
the heart icon. This brings all favorited apps to the top in an easy to find 
location 
   Knowing where to find all of the things you need for school is so 
important when staying on track and organized in school.  

 

Halloween happenings at Tequesta trace Middle School 

BY ETHAN W. AND LUCIANA P. 

    Since Covid-19 came around, many holidays 
were disrupted, and we were not able to celebrate 
the way we normally would. This year, the 
holidays seem to finally be starting to get back to 
normal. October 31st was Halloween and kicked off 
the “Holiday Season!”  
   It’s important to stay safe, but have fun during 
the spooky, scary (and fun) holiday. Some Cougars 
chose to dress up and others did not. More than half  
 

of students chose to dress up as something fun, 
and others chose to dress up as something scary. 
   There were plenty of fun activities students 
participated in this Halloween season. Many 
students went trick or treating – plenty of 
candy to collect!  
   Other activities students participated in was 
visiting a pumpkin patch, carving pumpkins, 
going to haunted houses, and staying at home 
and watching scary movies with family or 
friends. Here is the big question: What did 
YOU do this Halloween? 

 

 



 

  

 

Tequesta tech triumphs  
Peace week 
BY KADEN R. AND CARLOS A. 

   Each year at Tequesta Trace Middle, Ms. 
Sikorski and her Peer Counselors recognize Peace 
Week. One week for love, peace, and kindness all 
over the world. Even though we should be kind to 
each other every day, Peace Week is a time to go 
out of our way and spread peace and love. 
   Peace Week is a week “devoted to strengthening 
the ideals of peace, through observing one week of 
non-violence and cease fire.”  
   This year, Ms. Sikorski’s class decorated coffee 
sleeves with messages and images of peace and 
kindness. The sleeves were given to the Starbucks 
on Indian Trace. These sleeves were handed out 
during Peace Week, September 20th through 
September 24th and were intended to bring a smile 
to customer’s faces. 
   They also chalked sidewalks with symbols of 
peace and wore white on Peace Day, September 
21st to show their dedication.  
   “Peace is important because when there is peace 
in a school, students are able to learn, which 
allows students to interact with each other creating 
a culture of love and learning, says Ms. Sikorski, 
    Camden B, TTMS student, says, “I think people 
around the world should start being kinder to each 
other, especially in these times.” 
   Peace Week is amazing, but we should spread 
peace, love and kindness every day! 
 
 

8th grade ja 
finance trip 
BY TRINITY P. AND ZAHRA L. 

   Covid put a damper on many school activities, 
and one of the things that was seriously impacted 
were field trips! As we are back in school, we are 
happy to report that field trips are back! 
   Each year, Tequesta students visit JA Finance 
Park, which is Junior Achievement’s “capstone 
program for personal financial planning and career 
exploration.” 
   When visiting JA Finance Park, students get a 
real look into the world of the “Real World” as it 
relates to “income, expenses, savings, and credit” 
and how your career and life choices can impact 
that. It’s an opportunity for students to learn life 
lessons before entering the world of adulthood. 
   Students are assigned jobs at companies that 
exist in real life and they are given “paychecks” 
and are expected to budget and move through an 
adult’s financial decision making.  
   8th graders visited JA Finance Park during the 
week of October 6th through October 9th and 
attended with their social studies classes.  
   This is always a great experience for students 
and it’s one field trip that we are excited to have 
back, as it’s both educational, hands on and super 
fun! 6th and 7th graders – get ready, you will be 
visiting JA Finance Park next year! 
 

BY BRETT G. AND KEVIN M. 

   Technology is changing and getting more 
modern in our society and our school is advancing 
with it. This school year, we have gotten a lot 
more technology on campus and staff and students 
could not be more excited! 
   The media center has received new technology. 
A brand-new Promethean board sits in the central 
hub of the school. Ms. Silva, and other teachers, 
use the Promethean board daily. The broadcasting 
crew also uses modern technology to produce the 
morning announcements, Roar with the Cougars,  
   The cafeteria has also received some new 
technology. Two screens sit above the entrances of 
the lunch lines. Right now, the screens are out of 
commission, however – the hope is to display 
important school info as well as menu options 
when the screens are up and running. 
   The Cougar’s Den has new tech, too! As the 
school’s single point of entry, the ladies in the Den 
must “buzz” you in and out of the Den. Nobody is 
entering without permission! 
   Last but not least, there has been new technology 
in the classrooms! Many teachers have received 
Promethean board this year. They are excited to 
have these large screens with tons of resources to 
help their lessons be interactive and engaging. 
Also, new laptops for student use in class have 
been ordered, and some are arriving soon! 
   Technology is the way of the future; we must 
change with the technology, and we must adapt.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Administration insider – meet your leaders! 

BY JOEY F. AND TOMAS M. 

   Here at Tequesta Trace Middle, we are excited to 
introduce you to your leaders – your administrative 
team. Every great team needs fearless leaders to  
guide each member successfully through their stay – 
especially while in middle school! 
   In 6th grade, the administrator is our beloved Mrs. 
Nissen – “Don’t hang up!” She cares dearly for her  
6th graders and really loves having the newbies on 
campus that she can take under her wing. She guides 
them through their first year in middle school and 
prepares them for their journey ahead. We love Mrs. 
Nissen – Go Vols! 

      Next up, 7th grade administrator is Mr. Gonzalez. 
He recently comes to TTMS from a Broward County 
high school. We are happy that he has decided to   
join our awesome school – you know it’s true when 
they say, “There’s No Place Like the Trace!” Mr. 
Gonzalez oversees the “middles” – the ones who     
are not newbies but not pros yet either! 
   Mrs. Watson is the administrator in charge of the  
8th graders – the leaders of this Cougar pack! She 
knows exactly how to handle this group of students 
who are almost ready to move into high school. She 
shows the students tough love, but ultimately each   
8th grader has a special place in her heart! 

      Finally, our principal is none other than Mr.      
Rivera. This is his second year as principal at 
Tequesta Trace and we are so happy he is here! He 
has made big changes to Tequesta! He has had murals 
scattered throughout campus to bring life to our 
beautiful campus. Also, he has introduced new 
technology into classrooms so teachers can better 
teach their students. He truly cares about each student, 
and staff member, on campus.  
   We have an awesome group of leaders, and their 
number one goal is to provide the best school 
experience for each student who walks through the 
doors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Social and emotional 
learning is important! 
 
BY AMIN L. AND CONNER C.  

   The Covid-19 pandemic has changed our world. In addition to the 
sickness, the stay-at-home orders, changing school to virtual, and social 
distancing – the way kids live their lives is not the same, and it has 
created challenges in the social and emotional health of everyone 
   During the pandemic, students have stayed home and their 
socialization with peers diminished and even disappeared in some cases. 
Sports and clubs were put on the back burner and students were expected 
to learn at home from a computer screen.  
   Now that we are back, TTMS has focused on boosting the student’s 
social and emotional well-being. During open house, parents were able 
to complete “En-Cougar-Ment” cards for their child that is filled with 
encouraging and loving sentiments that then would be given to their child 
during the year.  
   Each morning on Roar with the Cougars, a Cougar Roar is announced 
– which is a shout out to students and staff. These feel goods spread 
appreciation and kindness! 
It’s important to remember that your social and emotional well-being is 
just as important as academics. Take care of yourself! 

 

20 years later – remembering September 11, 2001 

BY GABI D. AND ALESSANDRA M.  

   This past September 11th marked 20 years since 
the horrific 9/11 tragedy struck the hearts of every 
American and many others around the world. 
   There were so many people who lost loved ones or 
who had loved ones who witnessed the awful 
events.  
   Did you know that 2,996 people dies on 9/11? 
That day would be one of the worst days in 
American history, and it will never be forgotten.  
   Let’s revisit. That morning was a normal morning, 
blue skys and cool crisp air. When tragedy first 
struck, many thought it was an accident – until 
people realized it wasn’t. Four planes were used 
against our country.  
    

   Whether it was getting their children out of 
school, leaving work and heading home, or staying 
glued to the TV screen – America was scared.  
   Newspaper student, Gabi D., had an aunt – 
CeeCee Lyles, that lost her life on one of the 
planes. She was a flight attendant on one of the 
flights and gave her life to save others. She left 
behind four young boys. We keep her in our 
thoughts on the 20th anniversary. 
   After 9/11, Americans came together in unity 
and decided that we were stronger together. Each 
American felt the hurt of one another that day. It’s 
important to always remember to cherish each day 
and to show love and care to everyone. We are 
better together instead of apart and divided.  

 


